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• Core idea (Topics): 
A) Foundation and development of the U.S. political system & government 

B) Institutions and structure of U.S. government & Massachusetts state and local 
governments 

C) Rights and responsibilities, the U.S. Constitution, and news & media literacy 
• Practices: Encourages a range of instructional approaches for each core idea. 

Each core idea integrates specific civic practices and embeds them within the 
entry point.

• Curriculum: Allows educators to teach and assess a cohesive civics unit, rather 
than assessing single skills in isolation. 

• Cross-curriculum opportunities and encourages assessment of multiple entry 
points (or access skills) in a single-strand (informational text, vocabulary 
acquisition, writing)

Features of Civics Assessment
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Civics assessment for the MCAS-Alt is comprised of three Core 
Ideas: 

• Core Idea A: Foundations and development of the U.S. political system 
and Government (practices 1, 4, and 5)

• Core Idea B: Institutions and structure of US government and 
Massachusetts state and local governments (practices 1, 3, and 6)

• Core Idea C: Rights and responsibilities, the US Constitution, news and 
media literacy (practices 1,2, and 7)

Complete one MCAS-Alt Skills Survey. (One survey that contains 
all three Core Ideas)

Overview of Civics
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1. Civics Skills Survey is completed one for each of the Core Ideas. 
2. Teachers should check boxes to see if a student can perform the 

practice independently, at least sometimes independently.
3. Then, the teacher will select entry points for assessment that best 

meets the student’s level of need.

Teachers working with students at the access skill level will check 
the box, “My student cannot perform any skills in civics core idea.”

MCAS-Alt Civics Skills Survey



66 6

MCAS-Alt Civics 
Skills Survey
Example for 
Core Idea B
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Civics Skills Survey 
incorporates the  
Civics Practices

Core 
Idea A

Core 
Idea B

Core 
Idea C
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1. Demonstrate civic knowledge and skills

2. Develop focused questions or problem statements and conduct 
inquiries

3. Organize information and data from multiple primary and secondary 
sources

4. Analyze the purpose and point of view of each source; distinguish 
opinion from fact.

5. Evaluate the credibility, accuracy, and relevance of each source.

6. Argue or explain conclusions, using valid reasoning and evidence.

7. Determine next steps and take informed action, as appropriate

The 7 Civic Practices Incorporated into the Skills Survey
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These 7 Civic 
practices promote 
engagement in 
Civics Activities

Evaluate the 
credibility, 

accuracy, and 
relevance of 
each source

Argue or explain 
conclusions, 

using valid 
reasoning and 

evidence.

Determine 
next steps and 
take informed 

action as 
appropriate

Demonstrate civic 
knowledge and skills

Develop 
focused 

questions or 
problem 

statements 
and conduct 

inquiries. 

Organize 
information and 

data from 
multiple primary 

and secondary 
sources

Analyze 
purpose and 

point of view of 
each source; 

distinguish 
opinion from 

fact.
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• Core ideas: Each core idea lists related topics or “big 
ideas” to assist teachers.

• The Civics Resource Guide and Forms and Graphs online 
list minimal entry points for these Core Ideas.  Entry 
points include multiple skills and allow the teacher to 
differentiate the activity based on the student’s abilities.  

• Access skills have their section at the beginning of each 
Core Idea.

MCAS-Alt Civics Grade 8 Resource Guide
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Strand Cover Sheet for Civics Strand
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Each Core Idea requires one Civics Summary Sheet (CSS)

Civics Summary Sheet includes:
• One entry point/access skill
• Completed state-provided rubric found on the CSS, for student’s ability 

to demonstrate civic knowledge
• Evidence attached that demonstrates the selected skill(s)

o document accuracy/independence for the evidence
• Self-evaluation

Requirements for Civics MCAS-Alt
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Complete One Civics Summary Sheet for Each Entry Point or Access Skill

Name, Date, Grade, 

Summarize students’ 
percentage of accuracy 
and independence for the 
attached work.

Entry Point or Access Skill

Self-Evaluation

Rubric 

Detailed Description of 
Activity
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Civics Rubric: 
Demonstration of Knowledge in a Civics Topic

Scorers will verify the teacher’s scores and only 
change a score if it does not reflect the evidence. 



15

Selecting an Entry Point from the Resource Guide
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Selecting an Entry Point from the Resource Guide

Core Idea

Practices

Entry Points

identify or create a list of rules that students 
follow in the classroom, school, or community 
using information from firsthand observations, 
text, images, and/or other media



17

Selecting an Access Skill from the Resource Guide

Creating an 
Access Skill 
for Civics is 
a 2-step 
process

STEP 1
Select the 
root access 
skill to be 
used with 
the student
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Selecting an Access Skill from the Resource Guide

Creating an 
Access Skill 
for Civics is 
a 2-step 
process

STEP 2
Select the 
content 
based on the 
Core Idea



19

Sample Access Skill

Access Skill:
Grasp, release, or give materials 
in an activity related to 
identifying or creating a list of 
rules that students follow in the 
classroom, school, or 
community using information 
from firsthand observations, 
text, images, and/or other media
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Sample Civics Strand Cover Sheet

 3 Civics Summary 
Sheets

 3 Pieces of Evidence

 3 Self-Evaluations
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 1 Civics Skills Survey (one for each Core Idea)
 1 Civics Strand Cover Sheet 

 3 Civics Summary Sheets (one each for Core Idea A, B, and C)
Each Summary Sheet document:

oentry point/access skill
othe evidence that documents the entry point or access skill
oaccuracy and independence 
o  score state-provided rubric

Step-by-Step Requirements for Grade 8 Civics
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ELA-Writing
• Wednesday, October 9, 10:00-11:30 a.m.
    or
• Tuesday, October 22, 1:00-2:30 p.m.

Science and Technology/Engineering
• Thursday, October 10, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
    or
• Wednesday, October 23, 1:00-2:30 p.m.

Civics
• Thursday, October 10, 1:00-2:30 p.m.
    or
• Wednesday, October 23, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
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THANK YOU

781-338-3625 mcas@mass.gov

www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt

For Questions Regarding MCAS-Alt
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