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What does ELA-Writing ELA-Writing does not assess
assess? a student’s ability to:

ELA-Writing assesses expressive

communication by the student:
O sharing experiences,
0 opinions, preferences, hold a writing instrument SRS A eleks
Oideas, and/or facts
O discussing books, articles, stories, videos
O poetry, imagery,
0 sharing knowledge with an audience
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How does your student communicate?

* Oral language

* Hand-writing

e Sounds

e Symbols (photos, icons)
 Objects

e Gestures

e Sign language

 Eye gaze

 High-tech device (e.g., Dynavox)
e Low-tech device (e.g., communication book)
e Other
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ELA-Writing: Requirements

e One completed ELA-Writing skills survey

* One baseline writing sample

O The baseline should be the student’s first attempt at the writing process and
dated prior to the final samples.

O Baseline can be a brainstorming activity, graphic organizer, outline, or draft
* Three different final writing samples, different topics or pictures
* Three pre-scored state-provided rubrics (1 for each final sample)

* Final Writing Samples must include student’s name, valid date, and percentage of
iIndependence (based on word or sentence).

O Final samples for students using access skills will include a written product
produced by the teacher or peers, noting student participation.



ELA-Writing Skills Survey

Writing (Text Type and Purposes)
Does the student use a communication system* to A B c D E
; Upto Upto Upto | Upto
express ideas, requests, and responses? 0% 25% 50% 75% | 100%
Yes ® No (unable) | (rarely) |(occasionally)| (more (almost
If YES, student can use their communication system to: thof'len ) always)
an no
1. |Initiate expressive communication using a single word | O O O O ®
or symbol.
2. |Respond to questions or writing prompts with single O O O O ®
words.
3. |Respond to questions or writing prompts with O O O O ®
sentence fragments (i.e., phrases). -
4. |Respond to questions or writing prompts with one o 0 C\ O ®
complete sentence. / \
5. |Respond to questions or writing prompts with at least ® O O
one paragraph (three or more sentences).
6. |Retell at least three events in chronological order. O O ® O \ O
7. |Express an opinion on a topic and gives at least one ! O ® O O \ O
reason.
8. |Express at least two relevant facts or details based gn | O O O ® O
a given topic or text.
9. |Respond to questions or writing prompts using O ® O O O
descriptive language and connecting words or
phrases. \ /
* Communication systems may include verbal/gestural/symboyc/ or iconic expression usi
keyboard, handwriting, dictation, symbol-based system, assisti r sign
system, Braille, etc.
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Required Elements for Writing

Writing (Text Type and Purposes)

2016 MCAS-Alt
s s e | " | o | upo WORK SAMPLE DESCRIPTION
L ST | == INFORMATIVE/EXPLANATORY TEXT (BASELINE)

Initiale axpressive communication using & single word ) [i (] O w

or symbol Name* Subject: English Language Arts

2. |Respond 1o questions or wriing prompls with single | oI s . s e 2/13/25 Strand; English Language Arts - Writing
wordds e (Informative/Explanatory Text) — 3 —

3. | Respond o queslions or writing prompis with ! k = . * Self-Evaluation Leaming Standard: W.5.2 Write [§R S 2| et ] LIS UE TR O ) L
|senience fragments (1., phrases), | | | | | S R ¥ texts to examine a E -

4 nmmu'\l bulqu.s. NS of writing promgls with one C C (a] O - exidence of siudenl choice mus! be shown) topic and convey ideas and information
Complate santar *See attached self-evaluation sheet clearly. P 7 Tl PN

5. |Respond to questions o writng promgpts with al least ] - [s] [ St o = = - A e B o -
one paragraph (Ihree or Encas). Briefly ed to d Qutcome: e —

6. |Retel at least three events m chvonological arder : : ® : : M e oI will express facts on a given topic or

7. |Express an cpinion on a fopic and gives at least one ;| @ [s] O | ¢ Student was presented with a picture of an . e 7eo ecuracy and 75% B —— - T T
|reason | | | | apple. Student was asked to tell about the independence. \ 8 i oy

A |Fxowess a) begs! b ebiewant facls on delails based on | C s » tonic (ide bbing facts from

ELA-Writing skills survey Work Description for Baseline Baseline Writing Sample

Scoring Rubric for MCAS-Al Writing-Tnfsrmadve Explansiwry Ten
WORK SAMPLE DESCRIPTION et e o e ok o i I (S (M S S SI 0 =~ )

OPINION/ARGUMENT (FINAL) - e 2 _[__“.-‘f‘.'.'_"_";?‘.’.’.".‘._‘°_'_1‘_*_f_”—.‘.*f].‘_"_"_"'!.'2‘_{'_'..'!.'_'?‘]' T__‘_P‘.f..";?'-‘ T_f.‘_'.T —
w]  Dogsvscats —] 1 1 t :
WORK SAMPLE DESCRIPTION p ) - Al — "~ Scoring Rubric for MCAS-Alt Writing -Informative E splanstory Text -
OPINION/ARGUMENT (FINAL) ] Itis my opinion that dogs are 1=15 ) I .
me: Ken Subject: English Langusge Arts : better than cats when choosing | 3/4/25 - e | e bttt i Sdeinad Wiy -".;:— setmms tman 4
te (midy): o o S anD ALES | anpet. r
INDEPENDIENS 5
if-E: i 3I4/25 Leaming Standard: W.5.1 Write opinion A“ ALbou.r %mrr@'@
e e g o, + j e ==
fﬂmﬁm}mmﬂﬂmﬂwmﬂ Measurable Qutcome: 3/4/25 L
a0 oy aa;hsd to provide reasons to Ken will provide reasons to support an _ 4 I Ciarp T

gy = ) apinion or point of view from a topic or text

shipport his opinion that it is better to travel _ - i

o an airplane rather than a boat. He first with 80% y and 30%

chmpleted an OREOS graphic organizer. He

then typed his opinion essay in a werd
He to mak re ha

1 Work Description for each B =
Final Writing Sample

e % | - sy

3 Pre-Scored Rubrics (scored)
Final Sample Date + Work Description + Pre-Scored Rubric = Same Date

3 Distinct Writing Samples




ELA—Writing: Requirements (cont’d)

* Three different final writing samples, which may be any
combination of the following text types:

0 Argument/opinion: States a claim or preference, based on a text or topic
O Informative/explanatory text: Conveys facts or ideas, based on a text or topic

O Narrative: Prose that tells a story, based on real or imagined events; OR poetry that
uses figurative language to express emotions or tell a story

Example of Measurable Outcome:

“(Student) will use his/her primary mode of communication to express or create
a writing sample with 75% independence.”



Scoring ELA-Writing Samples

Teachers will pre-score each of their students’ final writing samples, using
standardized, state-provided scoring rubrics.

® Baseline samples do not need scoring (See samples below)
® Do include a completed scoring rubric for each final writing sample.

® Scorers will verify the teacher’s scores.

10/8/24

Examples
Graphic Organizers
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What Does the Scoring Rubric include?

Scoring rubric includes the following areas:

® | evel of Complexity (access skills or entry points)

® Demonstration of Skills and Concepts
¢ Expression of Ideas and Content
¢ Use of Vocabulary
¢ Text Structure (words, phrases, sentences)

¢ Knowledge of Conventions
® Independence (frequency of prompts) by the word or sentence

® Self-Evaluation is separate from the rubric and included on the Work
Description.



LA-Writing Rubric

M

1

2

3

4

Level of Complexity

Writing sample not submitted
or unmatched to requirement.

Student addressed Writing
through “access skills.”

Student addressed Writing
through “entry points.”

Student addressed Writing at
“grade-level.”

Expression of
Ideas and
Content

Knowledge of
Conventions

Text Structure

5](16.\1’!0_) pue sqs jo uoye.suoua(

Use of

Vocabulary

Independence

Writing sample not
submitted; or contained
insufficient information
to determine a score; or
written in a language
other than English; or
could not be read or
understood

No main idea (informative),
point of view (opinion), event
sequence (narrative), or focus
(poetry); or was unclear or
off-topic; or used single
word, picture, or symbol to
express ideas; or all text
provided by teacher

Writing sample related to
assignment only minimally;
included no or only one
detail or description; or used
picture sequence to express
ideas; or used no figurative
language or poetry form
(poetry)

Main idea (informative), point
of view (opinion), or event
sequence (narrative) was
evident: limited use of facts,
details, and/or descriptions;
sometimes repetitive and/or
off-topic; limited use of
figurative language (poetry)

Main idea (informative), point
of view (opinion), or event
sequence (narrative) was
clearly expressed; three or
more accurate and relevant
facts, details, or descriptions
included; used vivid imagery
and figurative language
appropriately (poetry)

Little or no original text; or
used pictures or isolated
words; or could not be
understood due to errors in
grammar and/or usage

General meaning could be
understood, though use of
grammar was limited and/or
contained errors or run-on
sentences; or lacked poetry
form (poetry)

Complete sentences with some
errors; grammar was effective;
correct noun-verb agreement;
some evidence of poetry form

(poetry)

Meaning was clear, with rare
or no efrors in grammar and
overall usage; poetry form
used appropriately (poetry)

Used single words, pictures,
symbols without text; or all
text provided by teacher

Sentence fragments
(phrases) or one complete
sentence used to express
ideas; produced two related
lines (poetry)

At least two complete sentences
were used to express ideas;
produced up to four related lines|

(poetry)

A paragraph of at least three
related, well-constructed
sentences was used to express
1deas; more than four related
lines (poetrv)

Vocabulary was unrelated to
assignment; or all text was
provided by teacher

Vocabulary was related to
assignment, but word
choice was limited and/or
sometimes inappropriate

Vocabulary was functional and
relevant; used basic common
words, with some descriptive

language

Vocabulary was clear and
precise; used descriptive
language, modifiers, connect-
ing words and/or phrases

Student required extensive,
almost continuous prompts to
complete writing sample
(0-25% independent)

%

Student required frequent
prompts to complete
writing assignment
(26-50% independent)

%

Student required some prompts
to complete writing
assignment

(51-75% independent)

%

Student required no, or very
few, prompts to complete
writing assignment
(76-100% independent)

o

70
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Using the Rubric to Score the Writing Samples

Teachers will pre-score their students’ final writing samples, using
the standardized scoring rubric.

Carefully review the criteria on the rubric.

Students working on access skills or if the teacher provides the text and
uses a fill-in-the-blank worksheet or if the student uses a single
word/picture or list of words, the score will score 1 in Demonstration of
Skills and Concepts.

Percent of independence is based on the number of prompts relative to
the total number of words or sentences.

Score should be based on the contribution of the student.

Scorers will verify the teacher’s scores and only change a score if it does
not reflect the evidence.



How would you score this final Writing sample?

2025 MCAS-Alt
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS | WRITING (FINAL)

WORK SAMPLE DESCRIPTION

(Complete and attach one label to each Writing work sample, or write this information directly on each piece )

Date (m/dfy): 11/13/24

Measurable Outcome:

Lacy will use primary mode of
communication to express or create a
writing sample that is a narrative (including
poetry) with 80% independence.

Name: Lacy Sample
INDEPENDENCE: 100%

Text Type: Narrative

Briefly describe what the student was asked to do:
Lacy completed sample verbally with a

teacher scribing. Lacy described the
Thanksgiving holiday weekend.

Self-Evaluation

"1

n¢

11/13/24

Scrihed

s —

name: %ﬁ" Q—Q}T -

e e e mm—m e ey, e m——
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How would you score the previous Writing sample?

DATE: 11/14/24

Level of Complexity

Expression of
Ideas and
Content

Knowledge of
Conventions

Text Structure

s1dasuo) pue s||IysS jo uonessuowaq

Use of
Vocabulary

Writing sample not
submitted; or contained
insufficient information
to determine a score; or
written in a language
other than English; or
could not be read or
understood

2

3

4

Writing sample not
submitted or unmatched to
reauirement.

No main idea (informative),
point of view (opinion),
event sequence (narrative),
or focus (poetry); or was
unclear or off-topic; or used
single word, picture, or
symbol to express ideas; or
all text provided by teacher

Student addressed
Writing through “access
skills.”

Writing sample related to
assignment only minimally;
included no or only one
detail or description; or
used picture sequence to
express ideas; or used no
figurative language or
poetry form (poetry)

Student addressed Writing
through “entry points.”

Main idea (informative),
point of view (opinion), or
event sequence (narrative)
was evident; limited use of
facts, details, and/or
descriptions; sometimes
repetitive and/or off-topic;
limited use of figurative
language (poetry);

Student addressed Writing
at “grade-level.”

Main idea (informative),
point of view (opinion), or
event sequence (narrative)
was clearly expressed; three
or more accurate and
relevant facts, details, or
descriptions included; used
vivid imagery and figurative
language appropriately
(poetry)

Little or no original text; or
used pictures or isolated
words; or could not be
understood due to errors in
grammar and/or usage

General meaning could be
understood, though use of
grammar was limited
and/or contained errors or
run-on sentences; or
lacked poetry form

(poetry)

Complete sentences with
some errors; grammar was
effective; correct noun-verb
agreement; some evidence of
poetry form (poetry)

Meaning was clear, with rare
or no errors in grammar and
overall usage; poetry form
used appropriately (poetry)

Used single words, pictures,
symbols without text; or all
text provided by teacher

Sentence fragments
(phrases) or one complete
sentence used to express
ideas; produced two
related lines (poetry)

At least two complete
sentences were used to
express ideas; produced up
to four related lines (poetry)

A paragraph of at least three
related, well-constructed
sentences was used to
express ideas; more than
four related lines (poetry)

Vocabulary was unrelated
to assignment; or all text
was provided by teacher

Vocabulary was related to
assighment, but word

choice was limited and/or
sometimes inappropriate

h—_

Vocabulary was functional
and relevant; used basic
common words, with some
descriptive language

Vocabulary was clear and
precise; used descriptive
language, modifiers,
connecting words and/or
nhrases



POLL

Expression of Ideas and Content: 1 2 3 4

Knowledge of Conventions: 1 2 3 4

Text Structure: 1 2 3 4

Use of Vocabulary: 1 2 3 4




ELA-Writing for Students at Access Skill Level

Measurable
Outcome: Student
will activate a
device, within 15
seconds of the
initial cue, in an
activity related to
the creation of a
written product.

1/9/25
1=25%

I spent Christmas with my friends at
Nelean L

>

One of my favorite gifts that I got was
some scented lotions and body wash.

T also got lots of new clothes. They are
so cute!

On Wenesday night, T went ona trip to
laSalette to see all of the Christmas
lights. They were so pretty.

Brief Description:
Within 15 seconds of
the initial cue, the
student activated a
switch with pre-
recorded sentences to
compose a narrative on
her winter vacation.




Scoring the Previous Writing Sample for a

Student Working at Access Skill Level

3

1

2

4

Level of Complexity

DATE: 1/9/25

s3dasuo) pue s||S J0 uonessuowaq

Expression of
Ideas and
Content

Knowledge of
Conventions

Text Structure

Use of
Vocabulary

Writing sample not
submitted; or contained
insufficient information
to determine a score; or
written in a language
other than English; or
could not be read or
understood

Writing sample not
submitted or unmatched to
requirement.

No main idea (informative),
point of view (opinion),
event sequence (narrative),
or focus (poetry); or was
unclear or off-topic; or used
single word, picture, or
symbol to express ideas; or
all text provided by teacher

Student addressed Writing
through “access skills.”

Student addressed Writing
through “entry points.”

Student addressed Writing
at “grade-level.”

Writing sample related to
assignment only minimally;
included no or only one
detail or description; or
used picture sequence to
express ideas; or used no
figurative language or
poetry form (poetry)

Main idea (informative),
point of view (opinion), or
event sequence (narrative)
was evident; limited use of
facts, details, and/or
descriptions; sometimes
repetitive and/or off-topic;
limited use of figurative
language (poetry);

Main idea (informative),
point of view (opinion), or
event sequence (narrative)
was clearly expressed; three
or more accurate and
relevant facts, details, or
descriptions included; used
vivid imagery and figurative
language appropriately
(poetry)

Little or no original text; or
used pictures or isolated
words; or could not be
understood due to errors in
grammar and/or usage

General meaning could be
understood, though use of
grammar was limited
and/or contained errors or
run-on sentences; or
lacked poetry form

(poetry)

Complete sentences with
some errors; grammar was
effective; correct noun-verb
agreement; some evidence of
poetry form (poetry)

Meaning was clear, with rare
or no errors in grammar and
overall usage; poetry form
used appropriately (poetry)

Used single words, pictures,
symbols without text; or all
text provided by teacher

Sentence fragments
(phrases) or one complete
sentence used to express
ideas; produced two
related lines (poetry)

At least two complete
sentences were used to
express ideas; produced up
to four related lines (poetry)

A paragraph of at least three
related, well-constructed
sentences was used to
express ideas; more than
four related lines (poetry)

Vocabulary was unrelated
to assignment; or all text
was provided by teacher

Vocabulary was related to
assignment, but word

choice was limited and/or
sometimes inappropriate

Vocabulary was functional
and relevant; used basic
common words, with some
descriptive language

Vocabulary was clear and
precise; used descriptive
language, modifiers,
connecting words and/or
phrases
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Supporting Documentation

The dynamic display shows the student making choices to put words together.
Teacher clearly marks “P” for Prompt “I” for Independence.

%" ’*PR&JP'—P e | 2 L e \ﬁ%l @PﬁlP@l '—g

M Fav i Y
y orite color IS purple because itis pretty lil i talk with

I Favorite

water bucket

Independence: 25,




ELA-Writing Reminders

* No data chart is required.

* Include the completed Work Sample Description label for each writing
sample.

* Final samples should reflect communication generated by the student.

e Samples for students at access skill level mustinclude a final written
product representing how the student participated in the creation of the
sample.

* Writing samples that include bathroom-related routines will not be
scored nor will they be counted toward the minimum requirement.



Some Writing Samples Shared with Us...

Directions: Create a caption for each picture

he - W kad
Ref 3 r {
— — N
.,}—-_ !ﬂ\ 0 v - I R . 1
j ~ 0 \ "1 ) } ATAY N
) s A~ r | ! -
a LA Ll U e = 4 B O

Narne i Date.

Directions: Create a coption to the picture

The cat is not happy with her suit.
The back of her tail looks like
them things you dust stuff with.

Oh no the lunch lady! The kids
are going to eat me. And the
students are so hungry. | am not
like the other cafeteria food.

T Wen

- [P A N R
Pty Yroihel, ARPAPEN:
4 v . — = =Y

O\0 oS Blanng] ’i +Med )

e 5 L P % - ] T
i(\,’":\. 1’;:1 s \‘; (ol AP O S \ ]'I LWAS

= 7 Jet’ - 3 <

i 3 r s 1] @Y%
\{a AXLER AVARE SR 1 AN
\ 2.’.;

—1 I’s when | first got potty trained.

It didn’t go as planned. | tried to
hold myself up and | just
literally fellin.
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ELA-Writing

e Wednesday, October 9, 10:00-11:30 a.m.
or

 Tuesday, October 22, 1:00-2:30 p.m.

Science and Technology/Engineering

 Thursday, October 10, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
or
e Wednesday, October 23, 1:00-2:30 p.m.

Civics
 Thursday, October 10, 1:00-2:30 p.m.
or

de i e Wednesday, October 23, 9:30-11:00 a.m.




THANK YOU
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