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• Everyone is in “listen only” mode.
• There will be specific breaks designated for questions.                               

Please hold questions until that time. Still have 
questions, email mcas@mass.gov  

• This presentation is being recorded and will be posted 
to the DESE YouTube channel.  

• If you accidentally close out of Zoom, rejoin using the 
same link.

Housekeeping

mailto:mcas@mass.gov
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• Part A and Part B (a.m./p.m. session) contain information necessary to 
compile the MCAS-Alt for ELA-Reading, Language, and Math.

• Sign up for Separate Sessions:
o ELA–Writing session focus on specific requirements for the ELA–Writing 

strand.(Stand-alone session)

o Science and Technology/Engineering (STE) session will provide information 
for teachers in grades 5, 8, and 9/10 who will conduct the STE alternate 
assessment.

o Civics Assessment (Grade 8 Only) session focuses on specific requirements 
for the Civics strand.

Sessions for Introduction to the MCAS-Alt
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1. MCAS-Alt Security 
Requirements
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• Teachers must ensure that evidence is
oauthentic and portrays student performance accurately  
onot fabricated, replicated, or altered

• Evidence must reflect each student’s unique abilities and 
performance, regardless of participation in similar classroom 
activities.

• DESE may request a fact-finding investigation if irregularities are 
found or reported.

Your Role in MCAS-Alt Security
Educator’s Manual, p. 5
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2. Purposes of the MCAS-Alt
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• It’s the law! All students educated with Massachusetts public funds 
are required to participate in annual statewide assessments. There 
is NO opting out.

• To include difficult-to-assess students in statewide assessment and 
accountability—ALL means ALL!

• To determine whether students with significant cognitive disabilities 
are receiving instruction based on the state’s curriculum 
frameworks

• To use assessments to provide challenging, standard-based 
instruction based on data and evidence.

Why Do We Assess Students with Significant 
Cognitive Disabilities?
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3. Overview of the MCAS-Alt 
Requirements in Each Grade
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Required Assessments for ELA (Grades 3–8 and 10)
Educator’s Manual, pp. 7-14

Grade English Language Arts Strands

3-8, 10 One Reading strand 
and 
One Language strand 

Include a data chart and 
two pieces of evidence 
for each strand
 
(Include text titles on the 
data chart for reading 
strand)

Reading 
 Choose either:
           Informational OR Literature Text

Language
 Choose from the cluster heading:
    Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

ELA-Writing: Attend a separate presentation on unique Writing requirements. 
• Wednesday, October 9, 10:00-11:30 a.m.  or   Tuesday, October 22, 1:00-2:30 p.m.
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Required Assessments for Mathematics (Grades 3-8)

Grade
Student must be assessed in the following:

Mathematics Strands/Domains
3-8 Complete two 

domains in each 
grade.

Include one data 
chart and two 
pieces of evidence 
for each domain.

Grade 3: Measurement and Data and Operations and Algebraic 
Thinking 

Grade 4: Number and Operations-Fractions and Operations 
and Algebraic Thinking 

Grade 5: Number and Operations-Fractions and Number and 
Operations Base Ten

Grade 6: The Number System and Statistics and Probability

Grade 7: Ratios and Proportional Relationships and Geometry

Grade 8: Expressions and Equations and Geometry

Educator’s Manual, pp. 7–14
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Grade
Must be assessed in the following

Mathematics Conceptual Categories
10 Choose any three 

conceptual categories
(one standard in each)

Include one data chart 
and two pieces of 
evidence for each 
conceptual category.

• Numbers and Quantity

• Algebra

• Functions

• Geometry

• Statistics and Probability

Required Assessments for Mathematics (Grade 10)

Educator’s Manual, p. 14
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Required Assessments in Science and Technology/Engineering (STE) and 
Grade 8 Civics

Grades 5, 8, and High School 
Science and Technology/Engineering (STE)

• Evidence may be collected over two years 
(7/1/23 to 3/28/25) 

• Attend a separate presentation on unique 
STE requirements

Grade 8 Only 
Civics

• Attend a separate presentation on 
Civics requirements.
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4. Required MCAS-Alt Forms
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• * Consent Form for 
photo or video kept on 
file at school.

Required Elements

Student’s 
Introduction 

Verification
Form

(signed by 
parent or 

log of 
attempts)

MCAS-Alt
Cover
Sheet

School
Calendar

(include any 
non-school 

days)

Artistic 
Cover

Educator’s Manual, p. 15

Photo/Video
Consent 

Form*
(if needed)
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Sample Portfolio Cover Sheet
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5. MCAS-Alt – Assessing Students with 
Significant Cognitive Disabilities
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Alternate Academic Achievement Standards to the 
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for Students 
with Disabilities (“Resource Guide”)

• The Resource Guides incorporate curriculum content standards 
from the English Language Arts and Literacy; Mathematics; 
Civics, and Science and Technology/Engineering (STE) 
Curriculum Frameworks. 

• The Resource Guides are intended as an instructional guide for 
students with disabilities who have met the criteria for 
participating in the alternate assessment.

Educator’s Manual, p. 17

https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/resources.html
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Poll question: 
How many of you have seen or used the 

Resource Guides?
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Cluster
Headings

Navigating the 
Resource Guide 

Standard

Standard: Statement of what all students 
should know and be able to do. 

Cluster: A smaller group of related 
standards. 

Strand/Domain: A group of standards 
organized around a central idea, 
concept, or theme.



22

Navigating the Resource Guide (cont’d) 

Access Skills
Entry 

Points

Access Skills: Developmental 
(communication or motor) skills that are 
addressed during standards-based academic 
activities in the content area being assessed. 
Found at the lowest grade level in each 
strand/domain.

Entry Points: Outcomes described in the 
Resource Guide that are based on a learning 
standard at lower levels of complexity. Shown 
on a continuum from More to Less Complex, 
entry points allow teachers to “spiral” to lower 
levels of complexity based on their students’ 
needs.

Entry points form the basis of “measurable 
outcomes” in each portfolio strand. 
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Sample Standard, Entry Points, and Access Skills

Example of spiraling from the grade-level standard.

Entry Points from Resource GuideAccess
Skills

Track object as 
it is added or 

subtracted from 
a set 

Match visual 
representations of 
simple fractions to 
the fraction itself

Add and 
subtract 

numbers one- 
and two-digit 

whole 
numbers

Determine the 
coordinates of 
points plotted 

on a coordinate 
grid (e.g., from 
any quadrant)

Standard 6.NS.C.6:
Understand a rational 

number as a point on the 
number line. Extend 

number line diagrams and 
coordinate axes familiar 
from previous grades to 
represent points on the 

line and in the plane with 
negative number 

coordinates.

Standard as 
written  

Less Complex    More Complex
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• For students with only emerging symbolic communication skills who address 
early developmental milestones (e.g., responding to stimuli, grasping objects, 
etc.)

• Access skills must be addressed in the context of a standards-based activity in the 
required strand/domain for the student’s grade. For example:
 Student activates a device with a pre-recorded word for classmates during an 

“antonym naming game.” (ELA–Language)

 As student releases a block from their grasp, the teacher counts as each block 
drops into the bin. (Mathematics–Operations and Algebraic Thinking)

Access Skills
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• Who thinks their student(s) will use entry 
points?

• Who thinks their student(s) will use access 
skills?

Poll question
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6. Assessment Requirements
      ELA: Language and Reading 

Mathematics
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Core Set of Evidence:
ELA-Reading, Language, and Mathematics

…Except unique requirements for ELA–Writing, Civics, and 
Science and Tech/Eng (STE)

Educators Manual, p. 28

+ +

First piece 
of 

primary 
evidence  

(work sample, 
photo, or 

video)

Data Chart

Bar, Line or 
Field Data Chart
documenting the 

measurable outcome  on 
at least 8 different dates

Second piece 
of 

primary 
evidence  

(work sample, 
photo, or 

video)

Strand 
Cover 
Sheet 

attached 
to each 
strand 
being 

submitted

Skills
Survey

administered 
in each 
strand

++
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The skills survey is required for each 
strand of the MCAS-Alt 

• Requires pre-testing of each student 
on a range of skills in the required 
strands/domains. Complete the 
survey prior to choosing an entry 
point.

• Teachers should select entry points 
based on the results of the skills 
survey.

• Print out and include each 
completed skills survey just behind 
the student’s Strand Cover Sheet. 
This will count in the overall score.

MCAS-Alt SKILLS SURVEY 
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This process is intended to:
• Familiarize teachers with the full range of standards and possible 

entry points

• Help select challenging and appropriate entry points 

• Discourage choosing entry points that are too easy

• May result in moving some students to other MCAS formats (e.g., 
standard test with accommodations)

MCAS-Alt SKILLS SURVEY 
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• Teachers may choose any of the following methods to assess each skill:
o observations, informal assessments, progress reports, or classroom work; 

OR
o 2-3 tasks, based on the examples provided in the survey form; OR
o tasks designed by the teacher accommodated to each student’s 

instructional level and needs. 
• Select entry points for the strand based on or related to skills that were checked 

in columns A, B, or C (i.e., the student has not yet learned the skill).

Guidance on Administering the Skills Survey 

Scoring Rubric for MCAS-Alt SKILLS SURVEY
A B C D E

Student cannot 
perform this skill.

Student performs 
this skill rarely 
without support. 

Student performs 
this skill 
intermittently and 
only occasionally 
without support.

Student performs 
this skill more 
often than not 
without support.

Student performs 
this skill almost all 
of the time 
without support.
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Once the survey has been completed for each required strand/domain, review the results and 
proceed as follows:

• Select a related or higher-level-of-complexity entry point from the Resource Guide based on 
any related skill that has been checked in columns A, B, or C.

• Do not select an entry point for any skills checked in columns D or E.
• If column A (“unable to perform the skill”) is checked for all skills, review the criteria of an 

access skill (i.e., a motor or communication skill).
• If columns D and/or E are checked for most of the skills in the strand/domain, then the IEP 

team should consider whether the MCAS-Alt is the “right” assessment for the student in 
that subject.

A completed MCAS-Alt Skills Survey must be submitted for each assessed strand. 
Insert the completed Skills Survey just after the Strand Cover Sheet in each strand.

Using Skills Survey Results to Choose an 
Entry Point or Access Skill

Educator’s Manual, p. 25
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Sample: MCAS-Alt SKILLS SURVEY
Mathematics—Number and Operations in Base Ten
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7. Selecting a Skill for the 
Measurable Outcome
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Strand Cover Sheet

Alex will round whole numbers to the nearest 100 using 
place value with 80% accuracy and 100% independence.

Measurable Outcome: A specific goal chosen by the 
teacher based on the results of the skills survey. It is either 
an entry point or access skill in the strand/domain required 
for assessment in that grade. 
A measurable outcome identifies the skill to be assessed 
and the criteria for mastery.

Evidence in each strand documents the student’s 
performance of the measurable outcome. 
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• The selected skill should challenge students without being 
overwhelming. Use the results of the skills survey as a guide.

o If too challenging, adjust to lower complexity by reviewing entry 
points in a different column. 

o If a student masters the skill quickly, then the skill is not 
challenging enough.

o Select a more complex entry point. 

• If challenging and attainable, the skill is just right!

Selecting an Entry Point for the 
Measurable Outcome
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Considerations when Selecting 
an Entry Point

• Review the verb linked to the skill                                                                                            
(e.g., describe, identify, match, etc.)

• Review the examples provided with many entry points                                           
(e.g., Functions: if input is 20 and output is 25, what is the rule?)

• Understand the meaning of pertinent words or concepts in the entry points 
(e.g., attributes, equations, exothermic) Consult with a content expert if unsure.

• Look for notes embedded in the Resource Guide.

REMEMBER to assess the entry point or access skill you selected. 

Unit Fraction: 
a fraction with a 
numerator of one.
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If an entry point includes multiple related skills:

Entry Point:  Solve multiplication and division word problems.
 Option 1: Use the entry point “as is” with both skills.
  Measurable outcome: 

   “Student will solve multiplication and division word problems with 80% 
       accuracy and 100% independence.”

  Brief Description:
   “Student solved 6 multiplication and division word problems on a worksheet.”

All work samples and data points must document both skills: 
“solving multiplication and division word problems” (both skills assessed in the activity).

Optional modifications when an 
Entry Point includes two or more related skills

Evidence must reflect the measurable outcome—assess what you say you will assess!

Educator’s Manual, p. 18
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Option 2: Modify the entry point to address only one of the skills. 
 Modified Entry Point:  Solve multiplication and division word problems.
  Measurable outcome: 

  “Student will solve multiplication word problems with                                                       
  80%  accuracy and 100% independence.”

 
  Brief Description:

  “Student solved 6 multiplication word problems on a worksheet.”

All work samples and data points must document “solving multiplication word 
problems.” (one skill)

Optional modifications when an 
Entry Point includes two or more related skills (cont.)

Educator’s Manual, p. 18
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Questions
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POP BACK AT 1:00!
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Introduction to 2025 MCAS-Alt
Core Concepts: Part B

Fall 2024
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8. Data Charts and 
Brief Descriptions 
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Brief descriptions document the activity performed by the student.

• What skill was assessed?
o Must reflect the same skill (or skills) as the measurable outcome

• How did the student demonstrate the skill?
o What instructional methods, approaches, or materials were used? 

NOTE: Generalized Performance (GP) is a scoring area that measures 
whether the student demonstrated the skill using varied instructional 
approaches. 

Purpose of the Brief Descriptions
Educator’s Manual, p. 20
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• Identify: Label, name, point
• Sort: Categorize, organize, classify
• Match: Correspond, same as, similar to, equal to
• Describe: Explain, give details, portray, express 
• Compare: Contrast, list similarities and/or differences, 

describe characteristics on a list, table, or Venn diagram, 
distinguish between

      Reminder: Identify ≠ describe

Brief Descriptions: 
Use a Synonymous Verb found in the Measurable Outcome
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Measurable outcome: Student will represent data from a survey 
graphically with 80% accuracy and 100% independence.

Brief description: Student displayed data from a class survey, on a bar 
graph, by coloring in the correct categories.

WHAT

HOW

Example of a Brief Description

Include only the skill(s) listed in the measurable outcome in the brief description.
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For ELA−Reading:
o Each data point must refer to the title of the published text. 
o If the title is unclear if or there is no title include a small sample of the 

text. 
o A separate list of published titles with corresponding dates may be 

included.
Strands must be based either on Literature or Informational text, not both.

Brief Descriptions for ELA Reading Strand
Educator’s Manual, p. 24
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Ideas for including titles 
and/or copies of texts:

• Open as a Word or PDF and 
capture a screenshot of the 
text. 

• Scan the text to a flash drive 
to include in the binder. 
(most copy machines have a 
scan function.)

• Print out the text for inclusion 
in the binder.

Be sure to place the 
corresponding dates from the 
data chart on the text copy.  
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Choice of format: Line Graph, Bar Graph, or Field Data Chart 
What to include on each data chart:

• Student’s Name
• Learning Standard (at student’s grade level)   
• Measurable Outcome (skill to be assessed)
• Data points on at least 8 different dates on which school is in session
• Percent accuracy and independence of responses on each date
• Brief descriptions beneath each date:

o “What” the student was asked to do (based on skill in the measurable outcome), 
and

o “How” they did it, reflecting instructional approaches and formats, where possible

Data Chart is Required for ELA− Reading, Language, 
and Mathematics 

Educator’s Manual, p. 19
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Data Chart: Bar Graph

Measurable Outcome

At least 8 different dates are included on graph.

Brief descriptions of each activity explaining what the 
student did and how he or she did it.

Student Name

Percent Accuracy and Independence
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Data Chart: Line Graph

Measurable Outcome

At least 8 different dates are included on graph.

Brief descriptions of each activity explaining what the 
student did and how he or she did it.

Percent Accuracy and Independence

Student Name
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Data Chart: Field Data Chart

Which data chart to use?

Bar or Line graphs summarize tasks on each date (e.g., work samples).

Field data charts record multiple responses on each date.

Response-
by-response 

data 
collection

Key to symbols 
used for data 
collection
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Data Charts May Not Start at 80% Accuracy 
and Independence

IMPORTANT: This indicates the student was already able to perform the skill. 
Data charts that begin at or above 80% in both accuracy and independence 
are not scorable.

Educator’s Manual, p. 22
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Data points listed as 0 percent for 
both accuracy and independence are 
not considered valid data points.
They will not be scored or included in 

the minimum of eight data points that 
address the measurable outcome.

Data Points may NOT reflect 
0% Accuracy AND 0% Independence 

Educator’s Manual, p. 22
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1. Measurable Outcome: Larry will describe the central message of a literary text with 80% 
accuracy and 100% independence. (ELA-Reading)

  Brief Description:  Larry answered 4 questions about the main idea.
2. Measurable Outcome: Pasquale will identify the value of US coins with 80% accuracy and 

100 % independence. (Math-NB)
   Brief Description: Pasquale sorted nickels, dimes, pennies, and quarters.
3. Measurable Outcome: Sophia will demonstrate the meaning of a newly-created compound 

word with 80% accuracy and 100% independence. (ELA-Language)
   Brief Description: Sophia put puzzle pieces together to create compound words 
   (butter + fly).
4. Measurable Outcome: Yi will solve one or two-step equations involving multiplication and/or 

division with  80% accuracy and 100% independence. (Math-Expressions and Equations)
 Brief Description: Yi accurately completed 8 out of 10 problems on IXL during 

morning group with Miss Sue, no prompting was needed, it was a good day.

Activity: 
Are the following brief descriptions acceptable? 
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9. Primary Evidence
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Work Sample Description for Evidence #1

• Student’s Name
• Date
• % Accuracy
• % Independence

Brief description of 
the activity: 
What and How?
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Evidence was 
produced by 
the student

Work Sample: Primary Evidence #1
Educator’s Manual, p. 22
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Work Sample Description for Primary Evidence #2
Educator’s Manual, p. 22

Work 
Sample 
Description 
for all 
Primary 
Evidence
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Work Sample: 
Primary Evidence #2
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Photographs as Primary Evidence
Photos must 
clearly show: 

• the end 
product of 
instruction;

 OR
• sequence of 

steps leading to 
the final 
product.

• % Acc and Ind 
for activity in 
the photo.

Entry Point: 
“Compare the 
traits of main 
characters in a 
literary text.”
Brief 
Description: 
Jamal orally 
identified 
character traits 
in "Charlotte's 
Web.” The 
teacher wrote 
responses in an 
oversized Venn 
diagram.

Educator’s Manual, p. 23

Name: Jamal          Date:  11/18/24  100% Acc.     67% Ind.

Photo of the whiteboard was included since the 
product was temporary and too large to include in 
the binder.

+,I

+,I

+,P

+,I

+,I

+,I

+,P
+I

+,P
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Photographs as Supporting Documentation

Does this photo 
clearly show an 
image of the final 
product?

This photograph is 
considered 
supporting 
documentation, 
not primary 
evidence.

(Note: This 
photograph does 
not show each trial. 
A teacher-
documented work 
sample would have 
been better. 

Entry Point: 
“Student will 
match an action 
word to its 
corresponding 
picture.”

NO!

Educator’s Manual, p. 
23
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Example of a “Teacher-Documented Work Sample”

Describes 
activities, 
including 
materials

Access skill 
during 
standards-
based activity 

Series of 
trials 
conducted 
at the 
same time

Percentage of 
Accuracy and 
Independence
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• May be submitted for students who do not produce written work. 
• Documents a series of trials conducted on the same day.
• Includes more information than a field data chart.
• Specifically describes the materials/context of the activity.
• Indicates the student’s response (accuracy, independence) to 

each item/trial using his mode of communication.
• Labeled with name, date, accuracy, independence, and other 

information as needed.

Primary Evidence: 
“Teacher-Documented Work Sample”
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Acceptable digital evidence may include:
• PowerPoint
• Word document
• .pdf files
• .txt files
• .jpg (JPEG)
• Standard video format (typically .mp4, .mv4, or .mov)

If included, submit digital evidence on a separate flash drive for each student.

Reminder: Video evidence must be 3 minutes or less and have high audio-visual quality 
or be transcribed in writing. 

Digital Evidence
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Questions
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10. Calculating Accuracy and 
Independence
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Calculating Accuracy and 
Independence for Evidence

8 Sentences:

7 correct responses =    
               88% ACCURATE

6 of 8 independent responses =                  
               75% INDEPENDENT

Educator’s Manual, p. 20
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Accommodations allow a student to respond independently. They are not 
“prompts” and should not be included in the calculation of independence. 

Examples of accommodations:
• Use of a text reader
• Scribe
• Calculator 
• Giving a directive to refocus attention: “Pick up your pencil” 

Prompts guide a student to a correct response by giving a verbal, visual, 
physical, or gestural cue. Prompted responses are considered non-
independent in the calculation of independence:

Examples of prompts:
• eliminating answer choices or emphasizing one choice over 

another
• guidance on responding: “Go back and write more”

Cues and Prompts versus Accommodations

Hand-over-hand 
assistance is 

always considered 
a prompted, 

non-independent 
response.
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1. Determine the outcome – What are you asking the student to do?
                           Answering questions, about a book read in class
2. Determine the activity – How will the student perform the skill? 
                           Orally for this activity 
3. Divide the activity into “items”– Each opportunity to perform the skill

                  Five questions will be asked, each question is an opportunity to perform the skill
4. Use a symbol to mark each “item” – For example, +, - (accuracy), I, P (independence)

Question Number Accurate (Correct) or Inaccurate    
(+, -)

Independent or Prompted     
(I, P)

Question 1 + (Correct response) P (Verbal prompt)
Question 2 - (Incorrect response) P (Verbal prompt)
Question 3 + (Correct response) P (Gestural prompt)
Question 4 - (Incorrect response) P (Verbal prompt)
Question 5 + (Correct response) I (No prompt)

Overall Percent 60% accuracy 
(3 of 5 correct)

20% independence
(1 of 5 independent)

NOTE:  
Any prompted 

response = 
Not 

independent

Determining Accuracy and Independence
Educator’s Manual, p. 20
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11. Self-Evaluation
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Evidence of choice-making or reflection by the student about his/her work.    

For example, the student:
• Reflected on their performance

o What did I work on? How did I do? Where do I need help?
• Selected work for their binder – instills ownership in learning
• Chose materials/activities - teacher gives a choice of activities and/or 

which they would like to do first
• Sets own goal(s) for learning
• Graphed own performance on a grid or table
• Monitored accomplished tasks on a checklist
• Completed a scoring rubric to rate own performance
• Self-corrected mistakes/edited writing

What is Self-Evaluation?
Educator’s Manual, pp. 29 

NOTE: Stickers placed on 
work by the teacher are not 
considered self-evaluation.
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Self-Evaluation 
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Examples of Self-Evaluation
Student used 
symbols and 
text to respond 
to questions 
about his/her 
work.

Student used symbols and a bingo 
marker to respond to simple questions 
about his/her work.

Teacher- 
Created  
Examples

Teacher printed labels with response 
options; student colored in response 
to his/her work.
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Examples of Self-Evaluation (cont’d)
Student engagement with a favorite TV show!

Checklist format

Teacher- 
Created  
Examples
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12. Important Reminders
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Assessments must be picked up from 
your school by UPS on or before

Friday, March 28, 2025.

MCAS-Alt Submission Deadline
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January and February/March 2025 (dates and locations TBD)
• Each series includes:

o 3 in-person dates
o 2 virtual dates (register for 1-hour Zoom block)

• Receive feedback and discuss your students’ evidence in an 
informal setting. 

• Have your questions answered by MCAS-Alt training specialists. 
• Share ideas for collecting high-quality evidence and data.
• Take time to organize and work on your students’ assessments.

MCAS-Alt Review Sessions
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Final Questions
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ELA-Writing
• Wednesday, October 9, 10:00-11:30 a.m.
    or
• Tuesday, October 22, 1:00-2:30 p.m.

Science and Technology/Engineering
• Thursday, October 10, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
    or
• Wednesday, October 23, 1:00-2:30 p.m.

Civics
• Thursday, October 10, 1:00-2:30 p.m.
    or
• Wednesday, October 23, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
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THANK YOU

781-338-3625 mcas@mass.gov

www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt

For Questions Regarding MCAS-Alt
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